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Q1  Read in g  

 

Quest ion 1 was based on Veronica from  the Edexcel Anthology and asked 

candidates to explain how the writer br ings out  the cont rasts between the 

life of the narrator and the life of Veronica? The quest ion provided support ive 

bullet  points direct ing candidates to address their  differ ing fam ily 

backgrounds, their  at t itudes and what  each expects of life, their  differ ing 

experiences after the narrator goes to the city and the use of language. The 

quest ion was accessible to candidates and alm ost  all candidates m ade som e 

at tem pt  to answer it .   Most  candidates could explain som e form  of cont rasts 

in term s of childhood and at t itudes and what  happened to them  as they 

grew up such as, that  ‘Okeke was not  as poor as Veronica’, or that  ‘Veronica 

showed few signs of unhappiness despite her hardships’.  Som e bet ter  

responses were able to explicit ly ‘cont rast ’,  rather than sim ply explaining the 

two characters’ lives and were able to recognise and com m ent  on som e of 

the m ore subt le differences such as the com parison of their m arital status;  

Okeke’s desire to help and heal;  the use of sym bolism  such as the darkness 

of the hut  and that  of the st ream . I nterpretat ions of the st ream  were m any 

and varied and exam iners were inst ructed to credit  all valid interpretat ions. 

Weaker responses were often narrat ive-based and did lit t le m ore than retell 

the story. Bet ter responses tended not  to go through the text  in 

chronological order but  m ade a series of analyt ical points and then 

supported them  with apt ly chosen evidence from  the passage. Many 

responses ident ified literary devices such as short  sentences and alliterat ion 

but  it  was only the st ronger answers that  used these to support  their  

interpretat ion of the text  rather than ident ificat ion being an end in it self.  

 

Qu est ion  2  

 

Qu est ion  2 a 

 

This quest ion asked candidates to write the text  for a speech to be given in 

this debate either arguing for or against  liv ing in a city. Many candidates 

recognised the form at  of a speech and opened their  speech in a form al way. 

There is clearly a cultural difference in interpretat ion of what  const itutes a 

village, which is very different  from  a candidate in the Yorkshire Dales in 

England to one in som e parts of Afr ica. Markers were inst ructed to m ark 

what  was presented and they had no preconcept ions about  how candidates 

would interpret  these concepts. Sim ilar ly the idea of the difference between 

village and city life in som e parts of the world was m ore of a juxtaposit ion of 

survival and success, m uch like the story of Veronica, rather than sim ply 

about  greater noise, pollut ion and overcrowding. Many m ade the points 

about  access to am enit ies, for instance, such as hospitals and bet ter schools 

only being an opt ion if one lived in a city. I n the count ry, in villages, no such 

am enit ies were available. The best  responses were those that  had clearly 

been taught  the range of techniques that  can be em ployed when writ ing 

persuasively and then applied them  judiciously and with flair  to produce a 

 



piece of writ ing that  was skilful in its use of language. Som e candidates 

presented a balanced essay not ing the points in favour of and against  liv ing 

in a city and these were credited equally with those that  adopted a single 

point  of view. Answers in the m id- range often com m unicated clearly but  

were held back by a lack of variety in sentence use and in vocabulary and in 

the over-use of som e persuasive techniques, part icular ly the use of 

rhetor ical quest ions. Weaker responses were generally lacking in clar ity and 

were character ised by a lack of cont rol in paragraphing and st ructure.  

 

Qu est ion  2 b  

 

This quest ion asked candidates to give advice to older people so as to help 

them  understand the ways in which young people behave nowadays?  Of the 

three writ ing quest ions this was the least  popular.  For som e candidates it  

was a challenge to m aintain a cont rolled tone and balanced view that  

enabled them  to offer advice as the quest ion asked, rather than seeing it  as 

an opportunity to rant  at  older people for not  understanding young people. 

Som e candidates didn’t  t ry to explain why teenagers act  the way they do but  

rather how adults should t reat  teenagers. Exam iners were inst ructed not  to 

m ark any such answers, but  to apply the m ark schem e to them  equally. 

Bet ter answers dem onst rated a st rong sense of a reader: writer relat ionship 

where candidates were well aware of their  effect  on the reader. Weaker 

responses were often br ief and st ruggled to write at  length without  repet it ion 

and also found it  difficult  to create an appropriate st ructure for this piece of 

writ ing. As ever, it  is the overall shape of the writ ing that  weaker candidates 

st ruggle with. 

 

Qu est ion  2 c 

 

The prom pt  of “ I f only”  was ext rem ely effect ive in generat ing a wide range 

of interest ing responses that  were influenced by an im pressive range of 

interests and exper iences.  This m eant  that  candidates were able to 

effect ively respond to the quest ion using a wide variety of narrat ive 

techniques and this proved to be an effect ive discr im inator for their  differ ing 

levels of abilit y. Pract ically all candidates’ stor ies were linked to the t it le of,  

‘I f only…’ Many answers were based on working hard at  school, others 

cent red around lost  and m issed opportunit ies and a sm aller num ber were 

based very closely on the passage, ‘Veronica’, from  quest ion one. Som e 

answers even copied som e of the phrases from  the or iginal passage. I t  m ust  

be st ressed that  this is an assessm ent  of writ ing;  therefore it  is not  

acceptable to use the writ ing of another in this way and it  will not  at t ract  any 

credit  through the applicat ion of the m ark schem e. A sm all num ber of 

responses were on occasion very cont r ived:  it  looked as though a set  answer 

had been learnt  and the answer sought  to m anipulate this essay t it le to 

accom m odate it .  Cent res should be aware that  this is not  considered good 

pract ice as it  seldom  allows candidates to write freely in a way that  fully  

enables them  to achieve the highest  m arks. One notable feature of 

responses to this quest ion is that  they were often able to exhibit  skills in 

craft ing sentences;  m ost  included a one word sentence either at  the 

beginning or end of the piece and used a variety of sentences throughout  the 

 



text . Weaker answers were often very clichéd in their  approach and lacking 

in sufficient  cont rol and range of expression to fully realise what  they were 

t rying to convey. The highest  scoring answers tended to eschew the obvious 

responses and instead create works of genuinely com pelling com m unicat ive 

im pact  where a wide range of techniques was subt ly used to craft  and 

sustain the reader’s response.   
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